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Abstract

Dr. Saleh bin Abdullah Aal Nasir Alasiri
Department of the Sunnah and Its Sources.
College of the Noble Hadith and Its Sciences

Islamic University — AL Madinah AL Munawwarah

This study is entitled: The Narrators Regarding Whom the
Statements of Abd Zur‘ah al-Razi Differed in Jarh and Ta“dil.

The research examines the phenomenon of discrepancy in the
critical assessments of Abl Zur‘ah al-Razi (d. 264/878) concerning
hadith narrators in terms of jarh (disparagement) and ta‘dil
(validation). Its primary objective is to establish the definitive
position from his statements by identifying the chronologically
later of his two opinions. Where the later opinion cannot be
determined, reconciliation between the two statements is
attempted if possible; if reconciliation proves impossible, a
reasoned preference (tarjih) is exercised between them.

The researcher employed multiple methodologies: (1)
comprehensive collection (istiqra’) of Abd Zur‘ah’s discrepant
statements from his work al-Du‘afa’ and from the recorded
questions posed to him by al-Bardha‘lm and Ibn AbT Hatim; (2)
analytical examination of those discrepant statements; and (3)
comparative evaluation of his positions against the judgments of
other leading authorities in jarh wa-ta“dil.

Among the most significant findings are the following: the
discrepancies in AbU Zur‘ah’s rulings on narrators comprise
both real and apparent contradictions, and reconciliation was
achievable in cases where the contradiction was merely apparent;
furthermore, the causes underlying these discrepancies were
multiple, and their very multiplicity constitutes the strongest
evidence of the precision of his critical insight and his meticulous
tracking of the evolving conditions and phases in the careers of
the narrators concerned.

Keywords: hadith narrators; discrepancy in critical assessment;
statements of Abl Zurah al-Razi; jarh; ta“dil.
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