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Abstract

Dr.Mustafa bin Muhammad Mahmoud bin Sidat Mukhtar
Department of Hadith Sciences
College of the Noble Hadith
Islamic University - AL Madinah AL Munawwarah

This study adopts an objective methodological approach to
introduce Bishr ibn Umar al-Zahrani, highlighting his scholarly
relationship with Imam Malik ibn Anas. It examines his prominence
through the questions he posed to Imam Malik concerning
narrators, his transmitted reports from him, and the diversity of
his modes of reception. These qualities earned him the distinction
of being regarded as a principal transmitter of Imam Malik, as he
narrated al-Muwatta’ from him and also transmitted his hadiths
outside the Muwatta’. He was further distinguished by his
particular attention to questioning Imam Malik about narrators—
guestions that were received with scholarly acceptance and
transmitted from him by fourteen narrators, most of whom were
renowned hadith authorities.

In its second chapter, the study surveys Bishribn Umar questions
tolmam Malikconcerningnarrators, alongwithwhathetransmitted
from him on matters related to the science of narrators (“ilm al-
rijal). This analysis is presented across five sections comprising
sixteen reports. The first section addresses reports transmitted
explicitly in the form of questions concerning eight narrators.
The second examines reports conveying evaluative judgments
on narrators without the explicit interrogative form, concerning
three narrators. The study then discusses transmissions related
to integrity (Adalah) and moral conduct (murG’ah), continuity and
discontinuity of transmission, and the ethics of the hadith scholar
and the student of hadith. It further compares Imam Malik’s
critical assessments with those of his contemporaries among the
leading authorities of jarh wa-ta“dil, while also identifying scholars
who later critigued or commented on his judgments.

Keywords: Bishr ibn Umar; al-Zahrani; Imam Malik; Questions
(Saulat); Narrators..
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