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Abstract

Yasser bin Abdullah Al-Salman
Department of the Sunnah and Its Sciences.
College of Sharia
Qassim University

Hadith critics employ specific methodologies to evaluate Hadiths
and distinguish authentic narrations from those containing hidden
defects. For every Hadith, they rely on contextual indicators and
weighing factors. One such indicator is the invalidation of a high
chain of transmission by a low chain stemming from the same
teacher. When a teacher’s narration is transmitted through
two paths—one high and the other low—critics may, in certain
instances, declare the high chain defective based on the low one.
This occurs, for example, if the low chain is the widely recognized
path from the teacher, while the high chain is narrated only by
isolated individuals or weak narrators. The rationale behind this
critical judgment lies in the fact that Hadith narrators were highly
eager to attain high chains of transmission, often traveling long
distances for that purpose; thus, their absence from the high
chain raises suspicion. The initial sections of this study define high
and low transmission, their classifications, and their significance,
serving as a foundational introduction to the core focus of the
research: the invalidation of the high chain via the low chain.

Keywords: High and Low Transmission; Invalidation of High
Chains via Low Chains; High Transmission and its Classifications.
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