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Abstract

PhD Researcher. Nasser bin Abd al-Karim Sayf Ghalib Mugbil
Department of Islamic Studies.
College of Arts and Humanities
University of King Abdulaziz

Classical hadith critics distinguished the mubtadi® da‘iya — the
innovator who openly propagates his innovation — from the silent
innovator, and built substantive rulings on this distinction. Yet
mustalah literature supplies no diagnostic markers for identifying
a da‘iya in concrete cases, leaving the criterion theoretically
operative but practically inoperable. Contemporary scholarship in
Arabic and Western literature has engaged the criterion from four
angles — theoretical, jurisprudential, applicational, and survey-
based — without extracting its diagnostic markers.

This study argues that such markers do exist, dispersed across
rijal and jarh wa-ta“dil literature in critics’ incidental remarks.
Through an inductive survey of fifteen classical sources (3rd—8th
centuries AH) and twenty-eight transmitters, six markers were
extracted in ascending progression from individual to collective
and from speech to text: (1) overt propagation, (2) disputation, (3)
holding sectarian religious office, (4) leadership of the group, (5)
prominence in transmitting supportive reports, and (6) authorship
consolidating the doctrine. All converge on one principle: public
declaration of the innovation and committed service to it.

Keywords: da‘iya; bid‘a; diagnostic criterion; jarh wa-ta“dil;
biographical dictionaries; mustalah al-hadith.
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